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Overview

The Arts Council conducted a four-week stakeholder engagement 
process inviting community members to offer feedback for the 
Caltrans Clean California Mariposa Gateway and Mural Project. 
A variety of accessible feedback channels were created for 
stakeholders, including an online form, in-person public events for 

the general public, special events for tribal elders, and digital media 
platforms. This document provides detailed information about this 
public engagement process and presents the feedback collected. 
Additional documentation can be accessed by contacting Arts 
Council staff.

data / feedbackpublic outreachcommunication material
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Publicity
In October, the Mariposa Gazette published an article 
that featured components of the project planning 
process, including a site visit from Ink Dwell Studio 
and Atlas Lab.

Mariposa Gazette • Thursday, October 27, 2022 www.mariposagazette.com A9

POWERED BY THE
SUN SINCE 1982
209.742.6333
www.o f f l i neso la r. com

5182 HWY 49 North, Mariposa, CA 95338

Lic#608035

 Mon. - Fri. 7 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sat. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Call (559) 742-4699 • Fax: (559) 742-4698

 Roofing Supplies, Valspar Paints, Engineered Beams 
Composite Decking, Pressure Treated Lumber.

funding for the new hospital, but that will not be imple-
mented until December at the earliest.

�e community is welcome to call into the meeting; an 
agenda should be posted that same week.

She acknowledges people are very eager about the prog-
ress of the new hospital and how it will be funded, but “a 
lot of things have to happen �rst” and asked people to be 
patient.

She said she wants as li�le misinformation as possible 
and presentations like these can ensure the community 
gets the correct information. 

�e new hospital is required to be built by 2030 to meet 
state seismic requirements. 

Previous estimates put the cost somewhere in the area of 
$100 million, though the true cost will not be known until 
the process is further along, according to CEO Ma�hew 
Ma�heissen.

council.
“We are fortunate to have their collaboration and 

partnering to bring to bear on these types of projects,” 
said Mikey Goralnik, senior community design and de-
velopment planner for the Mariposa County Planning 
Department.

�e project at hand is something that has been antici-
pated for many years.

It basically boils down to having two large-scale mural 
projects at both ends of Mariposa. Both of those ends 
are the intersections of Highway 49 and Highway 140.

Goger said the overall concept is the projects will be 
designed “in dialogue with the gateway features in or-
der to tell a welcoming and cohesive story focused on 
Mariposa’s natural landscapes and cultural history.”

�at is a big, daunting task given the rich history of 
this county, from the Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation 
to the Gold Rush era to the development of tourism 
to Yosemite National Park, which has turned into the 
heart and soul of the county — including its �nancial 
stability.

A major component within the project is the work of 
the county’s Creative Placemaking Advisory Commit-
tee, which has been working for several years in an ef-
fort to promote not just the arts, but the overall concept 
of how the town progresses when it comes to welcom-
ing visitors.

Goger said that group has, for the last �ve years, been 
a place where the arts council and county can work in 
harmony, complimenting the expertise of each group in 
developing such plans.

It now appears it is paying o� with the development of 
the gateway projects.

�e county has hired Atlas Lab as a consulting �rm 
on this project. Atlas Lab is based in Sacramento and 
has a long history of working on similar projects around 
the state.

Because the funding is already in place, Goger said 
this is where the arts council can really dig in and pro-
vide expertise that is needed. She also emphasized this 
project is deep in scope because there are so many re-
quirements which have to be meant through Caltrans.

�e arts council, she said, is working on partnering 

with various groups as well as ge�ing as much public 
input as possible.

“�ey are doing a great job at helping to develop the 
approach of how we can get the input from the most 
amount of people and get insights from a cross-section 
of the community,” said Goralnik.

Goger said currently, the consulting �rm is working 
on extensive research in order to develop an overall 
concept for what the gateway features will look like, 
which she said is crucial. �at �rm, along with Ink 
Dwell, which specializes in projects like this, will come 
back with a “handful of preliminary design concepts,” 
said Goger. 

Once that happens, she said the arts council will go 
full speed ahead on engaging the community. �at will 
include in-person and online opportunities for commu-
nity members “to provide their thoughts on these initial 
design concepts.”

She said feedback from the public will be a crucial part 
of the �nal design.

Goralnik said there are many aspects to this project 
because it involves Caltrans, which maintains the pub-
lic rights-of-way throughout the state.

But even from a “regulatory standpoint,” said Goral-
nik, it is crucial to “make sure they are artful and beau-
tiful and the community is happy with them.” 

He added the �nal design also has to ensure the wel-
coming murals and related materials “are safe and 
aligned with the state’s requirements for tra�c safety, 
pedestrian safety and visibility.”

“�e arts council is thrilled to be supporting the com-
munity engagement portion of this project,” said Goger. 
“�is is an incredible opportunity to bring large-scale 
public art to the community, but we want to ensure it’s 
re�ective of our community in a way that appropriately 
represents, celebrates and invites further exploration of 
our natural landscapes and cultural history.”

Goger said “public art can be tricky,” but added she 
is “excited to have a team of designers and artists who 
have the capacity to handle such an ambitious project 
who are also commi�ed to listening and responding to 
the community.”

Goger also said initial contacts with people in the art 
community has indicated the “artists are excited” about 
the project.

She also believes the work that has been done by the 
creative placemaking commi�ee is now showing how 
groups like the arts council can partner with govern-

ment agencies and work toward the same goal.
“It is really nice to be prepared,” said Goger.
She also said working with the Southern Sierra Miwuk 

Nation has been a positive experience and developing 
that relationship has led to a close partnership, some-
thing that is likely to be re�ected in the �nal product.

However, Goger also said it will be a group decision 
on how the �nal design is reached.

“I have no preconceived notion,” she said.
Goralnik said the project is slated to be completed in 

2024, which in the big scheme of things, isn’t that far in 
the future.

“We’ll have to crank away,” he said.
Goger said the arts council is ready to proceed once 

everything is in place.
“I’m excited about it,” said Goger.
Goralnik said this project shows just how critical it is 

for local entities to work together to come up with a plan 
that will bene�t the entire community.

“�e main thing is they are really tuned into the com-
munity,” he said. “�ey are engaging and seeking input 
so people know what we are doing and can have input. 
�e arts council is doing a great job.”

For Goger, this project is in direct alignment with the 
Mariposa Creek Parkway project, one that has been ex-
panding in the past few years. She said it aligns with the 
master plan of the parkway as well as shows the bene�ts 
of having local people involved in creative placemaking.

�e annual Christmas Cra� Show sponsored by 
Soroptimist International of Mariposa is set for Dec. 
2-3.

�e event will take place at the Mariposa County 
Fairgrounds. On Friday, Dec. 2, hours are 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. and on Saturday, Dec. 3, will be from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

�e show has gained a reputation as being the “sea-
son’s best” over the years and cra�ers will be showing 
o� their skills and wares in two buildings.

�e show will feature many unique, handmade gi�s 
and cra�s. 

�ere will be more than 75 local cra�ers selling 

items from art to handcra�ed wood.
Soroptimists are also well-known for their culinary 

skills and those will be featured at the Country Face. 
�ere is a daily door prize and a ra�e of various items 
and baskets, featuring the work of the many of the 
artists and cra�ers. People don’t have to be present to 
win.

Admission and parking is free. For questions, con-
tact Karen at (209) 742-4680.

For more information about Soroptimist Interna-
tional of Mariposa, contact Debbie Lester at (209) 
374-3214 or visit www.simariposa.org or �nd the 
group on Facebook.

Big Soroptimist Christmas craft 
sale all slated to go for Dec. 2-3

Submitted photo
Jane Kim (Ink Dwell Studio) and Clay River (Managing Director of the American Indian Council of Mariposa County/Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation) discuss the project through the 
lens of native traditional culture.

HOSPITAL
From page A1

CREATIVE
From page A1

A�er Fr. Rudy leads the blessing of the cemetery par-
ticipants may place candles at her grave, at the graves of 
family and friends or at any unlit grave. Fr. Rudy will then 
celebrate the All Souls Day Mass for the Dead at the his-
toric St. Catherine’s Church in the cemetery.

�e practice of placing candles at the graves of loved 
ones on All Souls Day was brought to Hornitos from 
Mexico by early miners. Doña Candelaria de Sapien re-
vived the practice in the early 1900s. 

�is procession, which has lately numbered up to 450 
participants, has been held every Nov. 2 for as many as 
118 years. Friends, history bu�s and those who wish to 
honor the memory of early Hornitos se�lers are all invit-
ed to join in the candlelight procession.

For more information, call (209) 966-2522.

DAY
From page A1
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Meeting set to discuss new hospital
An update on the �nancing of the new John C. Fre-

mont Healthcare District hospital is coming in Novem-
ber.

On Nov. 16 at 2 p.m., the hospital board will be host-
ing their November regular and �nance board meeting.

“�is is the most important part of the new building,” 
said hospital board chair Linda Pribyl.

During that meeting, Gary Hicks of G.L. Financial, 
one of the key planners in the building of the new hospi-

tal, will be updating the board, hospital employees and 
the listening public on the funding of the hospital.

Hicks will give an update on loans from the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA). 

As noted at the September hospital �nancial board 
meeting, if the district can lock in a low-interest USDA 
loan in the next few months, there is a possibility design 
�nalization can begin prior to mid-2023.

Hicks said he will talk more about the background of 

the USDA funding and its terms and conditions. 
He said he will also discuss the possibility of bridge 

�nancing to assist with the project costs. Bridge �nanc-
ing is a short-term �nancing option used by companies 
in order to cover costs or fund a project before income or 
�nancing is expected.

Measure O, which passed in June, will also provide 

A look at the new road 
leading to Glacier Point 

Photos by Jeannie Tyrrell
Scott Gediman, the spokesperson for Yosemite National Park (shown left), toured the construction site with Yosemite’s 
Civil Engineer, Michael Pieper (shown right) on Oct. 17. Pieper said construction is currently on schedule, but the ribbon 
cutting ceremony for the new road to Glacier Point hasn’t been schedule at this time.

By JEANNIE TYRRELL
Staff Writer

Glacier Point Road has been closed to the public since 
last November to rehabilitate and improve the road. 

Sco� Gediman, the spokesperson for Yosemite Nation-
al Park, toured the construction site with Yosemite’s Civil 
Engineer, Michael Pieper on Oct. 17.

�ey surveyed the entire route and witnessed the con-
struction that was happening at that moment. 

An asphalt overlay was being set, semi-trucks were 
hauling out dirt, walls were being built and the new path 
to Glacier Point was being put together.

�e �rst stop was the Badger Pass work site. Pieper ex-
plained how Badger Pass was the beginning of the rehab 
part of the project and how it served as the hub for sort-
ing materials.

“�is is where we’re sorting materials and crushing 
them for one of the slope stabilizations,” said Pieper.

Badger Pass is the beginning of the rehab part of the 
project and it serves as the hub for sorting materials. As 
of Oct. 17, an asphalt overlay was being set, semi-trucks 
were hauling out dirt, walls were being built and the new 
path to Glacier Point was being put together.

GETTING 
CREATIVE
Arts council, county 
working to bring town 
entryways to new life

Editor’s note: �is is the sixth in an eight-part series 
about the Mariposa County Arts Council. �e stories 
will appear monthly through the end of the year.

By GREG LITTLE
Editor

It’s a perfect match.
How to welcome the millions of visitors to the town 

of Mariposa while at the same time, making sure what 
is done is appropriate for the area — and the visitors.

�at’s the task before many people, including o�-
cials with Mariposa County, members of the Maripo-
sa County Arts Council and Caltrans, the state agency 
which is providing the $1 million for the project.

“�is is a real appropriate way for the arts council to 
be working,” said Cara Goger, executive director of the 

Submitted photo
Mikey Goralnik (Mariposa County Planning Department, 
Senior Community Designer and Development Planner) 
and Jane Kim (Ink Dwell Studio) are shown during a site 
visit to Mariposa.

Once a year on Nov. 2 in 
Hornitos, a candle-lit 
procession winds 
its way up the hill 
toward St. Cath-
erine’s Catholic 
Church and to the 
cemetery beyond 
in observance of 
the ancient feast of 
El Dia De Los Muertos.

�is year on Wednesday, 
Nov. 2 at 6 p.m., people will 
gather again in the Hornitos 
Plaza. A�er all the candles are 
lit, (bring your own windproof 

processional candle), Father 
Rodolfo  Esmero of St. 

Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in Mari-
posa will lead the 
procession up the 
hill to the ceme-
tery, stopping at 

the grave of early 
Hornitos resident, 

Doña Candelaria de 
Sapien, keeper of the tradi-

tion, with each person carry-
ing a lighted candle. 

All Souls Day is slated for
Nov. 2 in historic Hornitoson paranormal encounters

By JEANNIE TYRRELL
Staff Writer

Lauri Kanarowski used to call Mariposa Coun-
ty her home and she’s been open about having a 
special connection to the spiritual realm. 

“I’ve had several di�erent types of paranormal 
encounters in Mariposa from relatively easy go-
ing ones downright creepy,” said Kanarowski.

She said to start, she’s had paranormal expe-
riences as far back as she can remember, so the 
things she experience are considered “normal” to 
her. 

“I get info via imagery, impressions, shi�s in the 

energy �eld and audio,” said Kanarowski.
Her re�ection continued. Kanarowski said she 

went to check out the remains of an old stone 
building o� of Mt. Ophir road a couple of years 
ago and she said she encountered a presence on 
the west side. 

“I heard an angry voice clearly say ‘You’re not 
welcome here’. I ascertained it was an Indian who 
was with a couple more standing behind him,” 
she said.

 Kanarowski said she �gured she was just one 
more person who was invading their land. 

See ROAD on page A8

See HOSPITAL on page A9

See CREATIVE on page A9

See SPIRITUAL on page A10
See DAY on page A9
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Press Release
Submitted by the Mariposa Arts Council, published 
with press contacts including primary local news 
sources. (Pages 2 - 3 continued on next page.) 
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Print Collateral
Postcard-sized fliers were stationed at all engagement 
sites and distributed at shop and community locations 
throughout Mariposa

Mariposa Gateway 
& Mural Project

CalTrans Clean California Initiative 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEM
ENT
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Print Collateral
Special event flier created for the Mariposa County 
Library to promote on site and distribute to library 
patrons. 

Mariposa Gateway
& Mural Project

CalTrans Clean California Initiative 

COMMUNITY CONVERSATION

Mariposa 
County Library 
THURSDAY, FEB. 9 AT 5:30PM 
4978 10th St, Mariposa CA 95338

Explore early concept designs for two gateway features and 
two new murals in Mairposa, discuss themes and details with 
the project team and fellow stakeholders, share ideas and 
give your feedback on this exciting public art project!

LEARN MORE // 
www.mariposaartscouncil.org/CleanCA
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The Mariposa Arts Council’s website acted as the landing 
site for visitors to learn about the project and explore design 
concepts. The site provided access to an online form with 
structured slideshows of each concept and opportunities to 
provide written responses. 
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The project was promoted on the Arts Council’s 1,747 email-
newsletter contacts with survey links, information on 
exhibition and pop-up dates, and an introduction to the 
project team.
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The Arts Council, Atlas Lab, Ink Dwell Studios and Mariposa 
County engaged a wide range of followers through 
concurrent Instagram and Facebook posts using a suite 
of graphic material focused on stakeholder engagement 
opportunities. 
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Public Outreach

The Arts Council established two temporary exhibitions and 
hosted multiple pop-up events at key community-activated 
locations throughout out the town of Mariposa in order 
to maximize outreach and provide equitable engagement 
opportunities to stakeholders. 

Temporary Exhibitions: Jan 18 - Feb 17  

• Mariposa Arts Council
• Mariposa County Library
• American Indian Council of Mariposa 

County/Southern Sierra Miwuk’s  
Miwumati Healing Center  

Pop-Up Events: Feb 2 - 7 

• The Grove House
• Sticks Coffee 
• Pioneer Market 
• The Alley

Special Outreach 

• Elders Luncheon - Jan. 25, Miwumati  
Healing Center (Tribal Engagement)

• Community Conversation - Feb. 9, 
Mariposa County Library

• Youth Engagement - Feb. 10, Mariposa  
County High School and Ethos Youth 
Center

• Creative Placemaking Advisory Committee 
and Historic Sites Committee - Feb. 13

hwy 140  
to merced

hwy 41 to 
coulterville

PIONEER MARKET

MARIPOSA LIBRARY
THE GROVE HOUSE

THE ALLEY

hwy 49 to  
oakhurst

Clean California Gateway
Features & Mural Project

MARIPOSA HIGH SCHOOL

ARTS COUNCIL

MIWUMATI HEALING CENTER

hwy 140 to 
yosemite

kk

ETHOS YOUTH CENTER
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Arts Council Installation
Mariposa Arts Council’s gallery space offered a 
primary project site where community members 
could stop by at their convenience or during 
business hours to talk directly with staff and 
explore large-scale posters featuring precedent 

images, design concepts and mock-ups generated 
by Atlas Lab and Ink Dwell Studio. Supported by 
interpretive and thematic material, this installation 
provided a convenient and simple opportunity to 
talk with staff and leave written feedback.

• 21 detailed posters 
• Opportunities to give feedback
• Direct conversation with project team
• Support material about the Miwuk 
• Tactile additions: Flicker feathers, black acorns, 

elderberry & willow sticks.
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County Library Installation & Community Conversation
The library’s display wall offered an easily accessible community 
space where visitors were invited to explore posters featuring 
precedent images, design concepts and mock-ups generated by 
Atlas Lab and Ink Dwell Studio. The installation was supported 
by library staff. On-site computers, take-home material, and 
feedback forms invited the public to submit feedback at 

their leisure. On Feb. 9, Arts Council staff held a community 
conversation where attendees discussed the project within the 
context of larger county policy (Creative Placemaking Strategy.) 
The library provided reading recommendations on contemporary 
tribal histories, community design and public art.
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Southern Sierra Miwuk Stakeholder Engagement
Clay River attended the monthly Miwuk Elder’s Luncheon at Miwumati 
Healing Center a guest presenter at their luncheon on Jan. 25 to ensure 
the inter-generational tribal representation had access to project 
information. Concretely capturing their feedback was set as a high 
priority, since not all tribal members have access to online platforms. 

River continued to hold in-person conversations with tribal members 
as they came through the Healing Center, where project posters and 
feedback forms stayed as a temporary installation throughout the 
month-long stakeholder engagement series. 
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Pop-Up Events
Between Feb 2 - 7, Arts Council staff set up pop-up, in-person feedback 
opportunities at high traffic public location near the proposed mural and 
gateway sites  (coffee shops, restaurants, music venues, markets) with 
posters, interpretive material and feedback forms to introduce a general 
population to design concepts and invite their input.
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Pop-Up Events Images from The Grove House pop-up event
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Special Outreach
Arts Council staff visited Mariposa County High School and 
Ethos Youth Center for an open discussion and project 
presentation, with participation from over 100 students, 
including all of Mariposa County High School’s freshman 
class and students enrolled in visual art classes (left). 

On Feb. 13, the Creative Placemaking Strategic Advisory 
Committee used their monthly meeting to solicit public 
feedback in Mariposa County Board of Supervisors’ 
Chambers. 
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Feedback Data 

Data from stakeholder engagement responses  suggests 
the outreach process succeeded in generating wide ranging 
participation from community members of all ages.  Of note, 
most respondents provided ample feedback and demonstrated 
rich community investment in the project overall. 

Physical Forms

Online Survey

234 Total  
Responses

183

51
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Feedback Data 

Had nothing to add

Enthusiastic statements of support

Offered thoughtful ideas or suggestions

Expressed interest in mixing and matching this concept 
with elements of the other concepts presented

Expressed concerns/do not support this concept

85

54

69

15

11

76

43

53

12

25 26

75

30

39

8

Supportive

Critical

The overwhelming majority of all respondents expressed support 
for each concept, either by direct approval with no suggestions or 
with positive suggestions and thoughtful commentary via written 
response. Less than 10% of submitted comments were unsupportive. 
The aggregate percentage of supportive comments per concept are 
95.3% for Flicker Feathers; 89.3% for Clapper Sticks and 88.8% for 
Acorn Granaries.

95.3% 89.3% 88.8%Concept Support



Statements of General Support

Bear. (circled)

Feather mural circled

 
Bear. (circled)

Like feather gateway and bear mural, feather
mural is ok

Feather mural circled

I LOVE the flicker mural on the Pizza Factory

Highlighting the flicker as part of local 
environment - great, plus they’re beautiful, and 
maybe peak someone’s interest in birds in the 
area. The connection to the Miwuk culture is 
important and key to Mariposa’s identity.

Love the connection to the traditional Miwuk 
headbands, plus the unexpected joy of finding 
those bright feathers in the forest reminds me 
of the unexpected little gems we have here in 
Mariposa (like Sticks coffee!)

This is my favorite of the design choices. The 
flicker feather are beautiful and I glad that we 
are trying to represent the Miwuk. 
 

I like this one the best! Great way to share our 
county’s history and culture!

I like how the feathers and birds complement 
each other and have a common theme. The 
word “Home” in Miwuk is perfect.

I LOVE the flicker mural on the Pizza Factory

This is my favorite. I love the 4-way gateway 
feature. Also, I love all the murals. Clay explained 
the importance of the bear, flicker and the word 
Uuchum.

I like where this is going. I love the word Uuchum 
as it means Home. Nice touch indeed.

I like where this is headed. I love the big feather 
at the south end of town. I love the bear.

This is my first choice by far. As a feather colletor, 
I would feel like this is a valuable addition to the 
image of Mariposa. Both for locals and tourists. 
Color and sharpness on point.

This one! :-) 

I LIKE IT! 

I LOVE FLICKERS! 

I like where this is going and I really like the 
feather mural on the Pizza Factory.

The feathers are very eye catching. This is my 
favorite. 

Beautiful, universal

I like where this is going, I love HOME (Uuchum)

I like where this is going, the significance of the 
feather is important to me and I love the Miwuk 
people.

I like this one best.

The flicker design is especially beautiful. Makes 
one think of the inspired Miwuk artist who, perhaps 
thousands of years ago first designed this headdress. 
As a child I had the pleasure of seeing Chris Brown 
(chief Leemee) dance wearing this type of headdress. 
All three designs are good but this and the acorn 
design seem most appropriate to me. The acorn 
was the source of nupa, a nutritional staple and still 
enjoyed by traditional people.

I like the murals that combine the human/culture 
with nature/land

I like this. I thnk I prefer the colors and designs in 
this one over the other two

I like the single feather lying on its side, looking 
like it just fell there.

Flicker feather and Bear murals circled - I like 
these.

Love the energy of the feathers. Maybe it’s just a 
personal thing but feathers lift my spirit. IDK, I’m 
cheesy. <3 <3 <3 

Continued > 

CONCEPT 1

Clean California Gateway 
Features & Mural Project
Responses Respondants say they like where 

this is going & have nothing to add85CONCEPT 1: 
FLICKER FEATHERS

Legend / Input Collection Origin

Southern Sierra Miwuk

Physical Forms High School

Online



Statements of General Support

I really like the vibrancy and flowy-feeling. The single 
feather gateway feature would be really cool to add. 

I like how bright and simple the mural is. It doesn't 
have too much going on but is interesting and 
important enough to be enjoyable, informative, and 
educational (especially for younger kids). This is 
probably my favorite concept.

Gateway feature - I think this is a good idea. I like the 
movement it will catch people’s eyes. PF Mural/flicker 
wing - yes! This is my favorite, so fun. I love the plants 
and colors. ‘Uuchum - I like the plants better but word 
font is a bit weird. Don Ruben mural - Yes! I thought 
this one was 1 of 3 best.

PF Mural - I like how they used the roof as the ending 
of the bird back. It’s very nice. ‘Uuchum - this is better. 
I love art on buildings and I love bears so this is nice. 

Personally, I really like this concept especially the large 
flicker mural on the Pizza Factory. The feathers are 
beautiful.

I like where this is going and I think the Don Ruben 
mural suites very well to the building. I love it.

I really like the feather panels because they look very 
nice and bring beauty and nature to the town.

I really like the designs and the bird. I like how the 
flicker and the bear relate. I like this one a lot.

I really like this design. I especially like the feather at 
the southern gateway.

I like where this is going and especially like the murals 
and the big feather at the south of town.

I like the feather and the thought that went into it.

I like where this one is going, especially the murals.

I like where this is going - I like the mural with the 
bear.

I really like where this is going and especially like the 
gateway at the 4-way stop and the ‘Uuchum mural

I like where this is going and I really like the leaves on 
the ‘Uuchum mural

I really like this design. I especially like the feather at 
the southern gateway.

I really like this one, I think it’s really beautiful.

Love this one, so pretty.

Kinda nice. 

They all look good

Yes to all of this
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Support with Thoughts/Suggestions

Metal Panels are not unique, resembles 
advertisement signs, bear mural circled. I like 
the cohesive use of flicker/feathers throughout 
the installation. The headless bird in #3 doesn’t 
work well. 

The bear represents the Miwuks very well. The 
plants that I think of that represent us are 
dogwood and warmwood. Also, maybe having 
some weaving hands making the beginning of 
a basket would be cool. Feather mural with 
a basket weaving design and a basket being 
woven to the right or left.

I really liked Irene’s suggestion to incorporate 
coyote. He is important to our people, the 
foothills and also is iconic. I don’t know about 
the feather gateway this is kinda awkward. 
I love these concepts. The colors really pop 
without leaning so hard on the traditional 
headress imagery, which should be left to the 
tribe to reference. 

No metal panels, only real representation of 
feathers. The feather should never be laying 
down, cultural protocol is to have standing 
feathers and more than 1, at least 4 -7 feathers 
to represent how we honor each direction. 

Definitely the safer option. Beautiful 
designs, however I’m not certain it will start 
conversations as much as the other options.

Love the flicker mural on Pizza Factory, 
maybe at “Mariposa” since it’s coming into 
town. ‘Uuchum - this is my favorite (heart). 
Don Ruben mural - like this, add more to the 
building since it’s old/rundown. More color. 

I love the murals on this one, but I’m not a fan 
of the large single feather. I do like the concept 
of the panels knowing that as you drive past 
the feather image changes. 

Flicker Feathers - best Miwok concept: recognizable, 
very beautiful, clear design. I like #1 photo (painted 
metal feathers); also photo #3 mural design. This is 
attractive and contemporary and shows plants and 
feathers.    Photo #2:The “laying down” large feather 
seems odd, but I like the granite below.  I suggest 
several large flicker feathers standing upright.  The 
county signs in back are a huge distraction but doubt 
they could be moved?  Photo #4 - I like this idea but 
not the font.  What if a more realistic basket design 
close up was within the large letters?  Dark brown/
white.  Photo #5 - Not fond of the bear design.  I 
understand why the artist stood the bear up because 
of the tall bldg., but this is usually an aggressive stance 
for a bear.  I suggest bears on all fours, several of them, 
stacked one on top of the other going in a direction 
each lead by a flicker feather. Or .....

LOVE the flicker design and highlighting the ecological 
and cultural importance of this species. Seems visually 
odd to have its beautiful head cut off on the large 
mural. I’ve recently learned that it could be culturally 
off putting or improper to display a feather on its side, 
so suggest the southern gateway element display an 
upright feather instead. As for the Phacelia, it would be 
nice if there could also be plantings of the species in 
addition to the plant being depicted in the art on the 
murals. While I like the inclusion of ‘uumchum on the 
mural, it seems disproportionately large and instead 
could be worked into a more comprehensive mural with 
multiple elements.

I like the flicker concept as a cohesive theme across 
all of the art, especially as it interacts with the people, 
plants and other animals of our ‘home’. For the font on 
the Miwuk word for ‘home’, I suggest the style be a little 
less edgy - I think it is hard to read in the current font 
style. I like the flicker feather at the southern entrance 
but feel because of its size, that the coloring may need 
to be softened a bit (by technique? material?) to fit 
more naturally into the landscape.

Continued > 

Love the flicker feathers! I like this design for both 
entrances/welcome signs. I like “Uuchum but it would 
require a lot of explanation. Maybe we can add the 
word “home” somewhere near it? Maybe add monarch 
and more.

I like the flicker feather; I was unaware of the 
significance of the flicker to the tribe. I could not 
identify the herb in the mural. I know several native 
herbs and flowers (I have my favorites: plantain plant, 
western blue flags, peppermint fuchsia) but I don’t 
know if there is local significance. 

4-way stop - good location, not a fan of panel 
treatment; southern gateway - love this and location 
is awesome; Pizza Factory Flickers - love symbols and 
animals; ‘Uuchum - do not like text, tells people what 
to think; Don Ruben - love symbols and animals.

I love it all, it would be more cohesive if the feather 
in the second photo (southern gateway feature) had 
more red in it like the feathers in photo #3 (flicker 
mural) 

4-way stop - I like this concept; southern gateway 
- feather size needs to be adjusted, seems out of 
balance, too big; Pizza Factory Mural - I like this 
concept; “Uuchum - THUMBS UP; Don Ruben Mural - 
THUMBS UP

Add small clarification/translation “Home” at bottom 
right. Possibly phonetic spelling so all can pronouce it. 
Love the bear.

Love it all, but I think not the feathers at the 
intersections.

I like where this is going, but more feathers and 
different birds

I’d like more colorful feathers like grosbeak.

I like all the feathers. I’m not a fan of ‘Uuchum written 
across the building.

I think the subtext of 'Miwuk Nation Homelands' 
holds more power & communicates more to the mass 
american public that the Michekseseo, which could 
easily be overlooked (in regards esp. to the persuit 
of federal recognition) but if the native language 
could be incorporated in the mural, I think it would 
be potent and important.   I love the murals in this 
set - especially the simple bear & birds. I also think 
that the isolated wings & tailfeathers evoke imagery 
from the headress design, which feels meaningful.    I 
don't care for the stiffness of the panels - perhaps if 
it was designed with more detailed imagery to capture 
movement, it would be more compelling.    Preference 
for woodsculpted feather.   My mom loves this one 
and thinks it draws people in more & evokes more 
curiosity, while the clappers are more easily missed.

I like the colors and the flowing nature of the feathers. 
Don’t care for the bear; not really unique to Miwuk.

This is my favorite, being a bird lover. My only 
suggestion is to add the black basket border to the 
bear mural for a more dynamic look.

I like the concept of both the flicker and Miwuk as 
caretakers of home and this place but this seems a 
little too focused on one species. The single feather 
elements are a little too much. I think there needs to 
me more to this design. Perhaps the relationship to 
oak trees and incorporating butterflies which is our 
towns namesake and a beautiful quality of this place 
that will resonate with more people. I think we want to 
make sure these pieces do not make large segments 
of our community feel like they don’t identify with this 
very specific/mono-theme. Also if the meaning behind 
the mural theme choices this could be described 
somewhere adjacent to the art and interpretive 
elements would be helpful and give greater meaning at 
each of the sites.
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Support with Thoughts/Suggestions

I am very drawn to the color scheme of the flicker 
feathers and super-duper hope that the true NEON hue 
of the orange won’t be shied away from in this project 
in favor of a tone that feels safer/”natural”/muted. I am 
very into the weaving of culturally significant botanicals 
with the more abstract feather blooms (clearly a 
contrast near and dear to the artist) but would prefer 
to see an angle of the bird that isn’t its undercarriage, 
hahaha, and “UUCHUM” rocks. As for Mr. Bear, he 
makes me smile but the proximity of full-bodied birds 
flying around his head brings rifles and hunting hats 
to mind for some reason and in a way that doesn’t 
vibe with the direction of this project for me. We have 
enough of that element represented in town as it is 
hahaha. In terms of gateway structure, the upright 
panel feature and concrete-bearing wall route remind 
me of a doctor’s office and/or humanities department 
signage in a cold and stale way. There is more warmth 
in one of the images shown in the slide show of circling 
feathers and upon looking into the designer, there is a 
gorgeous piece called “California cathedral” that could 
be called upon nicely in conjunction with the feathers 
(though clearly not copied.) This piece also lights up at 
night which could be really cool to think about... When 
addressing the concrete slab with writing on it in my 
mind, I keep thinking of the up-and-down structure, 
feather-complimentary-color scheme, and texture 
of the traditional/ ceremonial southern sierra Miwuk 
facial/headpieces like the one shown in the slides. I am 
ignorant of how these pieces may be sacred and thus 
not up for grabs in terms of replication but if indeed 
deemed appropriate, I think they could help provide an 
unusual and visually striking canvas idea for lettering.

I like the idea of using the flicker feather as a focal 
point for one( 49 S) of the three sculptural areas of the 
project. I think the words that say- Mariposa”Miwuk 
homelands” are an important part of all of these 
sculptural locations. I am concerned though about the 
existing large PG&E pole at the 49 South/140 curve as 
it was just recently redone, with large wires around 
the pole, holding it in place in case of wind. I think the 
pole will distract from the beauty of the piece and am 
wondering if Caltrans can get PG&E to move it without 

an unexpected large expense. Hopefully, this has been 
taken into consideration.  I like the flicker feather’s 
use as it is obviously important to the Miwuk people. 
I think more than one feather would be nice, but if 
only one used it should appear more upright. It can 
be an obvious feather form as shown in the example  
at 49 South or something abstracted. (Abstracted 
forms can make people wonder about their meaning 
and hopefully will lead them to explore further to 
understand why that form is being used.) Of the 
abstracted forms I like the tall, flat metal pieces with 
the feather images or the “ mesh like feather forms- 
shown in a circle- or semi circle. I think though that 
a concrete retaining wall, such as is shown below the 
single feather example, should be a tall  base -so that 
it shows above the Caltrans guard rail, which I imagine 
will have to stay in that location? ( would be nice if 
the concrete form took its place) It should not be 
hidden behind the guardrail. It should have Mariposa” 
Miwuk homeland” or some other words approved by 
the tribe to welcome people. Also, rather than being 
just a plain concrete wall, I would encourage the artists 
and designers to consider the woven basket form of 
the Miwuk people in this piece. A good example of 
the technique of woven concrete and the use of it to 
simulate a basket can be seen by looking online for 
“ woven concrete basket forms on Ca highway 210, 
Arcadia”. This basketry form could be adapted and used 
either in conjunction with the realistic flicker feathers 
or with an abstracted version. If you look at the article 
online about this woven concrete near Arcadia, you 
will see that the concrete appears to be woven into 
a basket form on either side of a bridge. The top of 
the basket has the raw framework of a basket as 
if it were in the process of being created. We think 
of the intricate woven baskets of the native people 
of Yosemite and the Mariposa area, where the base 
might be the thicker stems of redbud, interwoven with 
grasses, sedges and rushes or other prepared plants. 
Other elements on this concrete bridge (between the 
baskets) includes patterns mimicking the patterns on a 
rattlesnake .( which is another native species important 
in Miwuk culture). Rattlesnake patterns are beautiful 
and could be incorporated into the concrete in any of 

the sculptural concepts. Concrete on the bridge project 
is left gray, but colored concrete to mimic natural 
basketry could be used. On the Northern end of the 
project I am curious as to how the sculptural elements 
will affect the stop light that we all hear may become 
reality in Mariposa at some point, same if there is one 
planned for 49 South.

I very much like the painted murals at the end of the 
vid.  I also like the feather sculpture.  Most of the 
others seem a bit modern.  I’d like to see what our 
local native artists might come up with.

This first concept is my least favorite of all. I think one 
of the other two maybe. I would need more time to 
look at all of them and compare. How is one going to 
be decided?

Continued > 

I think the silhouettes on Mural Site 2 are just OK; 
I prefer the more illustrative style for the murals. I 
really like the feather (southern) gateway element; 
I like the panel for the northern gateway element 
also, but I wonder if it would be more compelling/
consistent if each gateway element were the same (or 
more similar at least); these feel pretty different and 
might not read as part of the same story. I prefer the 
SSM text (“mikecheesee” [sp?]) as the subtitle on the 
gateway element, rather than the English “home of the 
Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation” on the other concept.
I’m not sure how I feel about the “’UUNUM” bit of the 
Pizza Factory mural. I think I see the appeal, but I 
think I would prefer more of the scientific illustration 
style, rather than the monumental text.

I like this concept the best.  At the southern 
installation, I think the feather should not be static, 
but flutter with the wind (but not enough to be 
distracting to drivers) - perhaps on a slanted pole with 
a mechanism that allows some movement.  I think the 
base should look like a woven basket.

We already have a butterfly mural, so I suggest to 
exchange the center image with a dragonfly or  a red 
tailed hawk or a woodrat with CA poppies. Left side: 
It’s awkward to have a lizard climb an acorn, better 
use a rock, Mariposite maybe?

I like the mural concepts so far.  I think it is important 
that the murals contain “action” rather than still life.

I really like the bear a lot but not sure how it fulfills 
the concept of the Northern Flicker. Also I’d like to see 
some more storytelling about how the bird is a symbol 
for the Miwuk tribes.

The mural is striking! The sculptures are so neutral in 
color that they fall a little flat.

In general what needs to be addressed is maintenance 
in the future as these installations deteriorate and/
or become vandalized which will happen quicker than 
one thinks.
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Support with Suggestions/Thoughts

I love the abstract portion of the 4-stop gateway fea-
ture and how the feathers are portrayed. I think if it 
had solar lights below to light it up at night it would 
make it an all time mural. PF Flicker mural - I really like 
the plant concept. However, I think the feathers should 
be arranged or placed differently and the mural should 
include other objects that resonate with Mariposa. 
I really like the 4-way gateway feature and I think it 
would be really awesome if they spun in the wind.

I am Native American and personally, I like this concept 
more. I really like the single feather design. I really like 
incorporating Native language.

I like where this is going. It’s an interested concept and 
it would help brighten the town. I would like to see the 
panels age throughout the years.

Love the feather panel gateway feature. Flicker Mural - 
we need poppies. ‘Uuchum - I like this one. Don Ruben 
- Love this one.

I think that the feather looks a little big for the place 
it’s in. I also feel like many people will not understand 
what the writing means unless someone tells us in 
some way. I really like the murals on this one.

I think instead of one giant feather, there could be 3 or 
4 big feathers kinda fanned out.

I like the idea of lots of wildlife in the art. Particularly 
any local engendered species.

I like where this is going - I feel like there should be 
some meaning (translation) with the word ‘Uuchum 
because most people won’t know what that means. I 
really like the mural on Don Rubens.

Not sure about the 4-way stop gateway feature. Show 
the whole bird in the mural.

Probably put some more bones on them (the murals)
I like this idea, however, I think that the font for the 
word “uuchum” is a bit aggressive

Uuchum - different font with vines wrapped around the 
letters

I like this (gateway feature), but more color would be 
better instead of neutral.

This is pretty cool I really like it. It could use a little 
more details.

Though the design of the gateway feature is beautiful, 
I believe we need something that would be easier to 
grasp while driving by. Still this concept is the best.

I like where there is going, it represents the flicker well.

PF Flicker Mural - I think there should be more plants 
that grow specifically here

I like all this but think the 4-way stop panels could be 
a different color.

I really like the gateway features but I feel it doesn’t 
propose the best idea.

Like all aspects of this concept except ‘Uuchum

I like this idea best, especially the murals. Not sure 
about the gateway features.

4-way gateway - I think that’s a cool idea, but what if 
the noise gets loud. Southern gateway feature - I think 
this is a good idea for the entrance to town. Flicker 
Mural on Pizza Factory - Yes! I love the plants and col-
orful flicker. ‘Uuchum - I think the font is too dark and 
looks more like graffiti. Don Ruben - I think this is a 
good idea and I like it better than the other Don Ruben 
mural better.

I like where this is going but want to know what the 
giant feather is made of

Maybe add some butterflies :-)

I don’t like the bears. I am over bears everywhere. I’ve 
lived here for years and have never seen a bear.

I like where this is going. Southern gateway, add feath-
ers in the word. Maybe add some butterflies to the 
mural on Pizza Factory. 

I love the way it looks but I believe that the way the 
feathers are it may be harder to work out a sturdy 
structure with the kind of weather we have.

Like everything but the ‘Uuchum design

Best one - add a bigger butterfly

I feel like butterflies would be better than birds
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Support with Mix-and-Match Concept Suggestions

I’m a huge fan and love all the concepts. One comment 
I would make is to try not to box in the concepts into 
artistic themes. My example would be to (if possible) 
combine one concept with the others in order to fully 
express all aspects of the Miwuk culture, not limiting 
each concept to just flicker feathers, acorns or clapper 
sticks as stand alones. The gateway signs should 
say Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation or Sierra Miwuk, 
Southern Miwuk.

I like ‘Uuchum and the idea of it, but I like the basket 
design of the second concept. 

I love how the wings and feathers look on the Pizza 
Factory wall. However, I really like the geometric design 
in the acorn design on Pizza Factory as well. I also 
really like the ‘Uuchum design. 

Love the 4-way stop gateway feature. Love the flicker 
mural on Pizza Factory. Love the “Uuchum mural. Love 
the clappersticks at the south end of town. Love the 
mural on Don Ruben...if possible to mix&match

The feather concept does not seem as flushed out as 
the clapper sticks and acorn concept. That being said, 
If the two gateway installations are to communicate to 
each other and the community, then maybe we think 
of combining the two concepts. One end clapper sticks 
and in a similar vertical presentation with the feathers. I 
do like that the bird helps others in the community!!

I like where this is going but I like the gate 2A gateway 
features more than concept 1 gateway features
In this, I like the flicker mural on Pizza Factory and 
the mural on Don Ruben. For the gateway features, it 
would be good to have a combinatin of the feathers 
and clappersticks.

Acorn on mural instead of bird. I like the ‘Uuchum 
font. Don Ruben mural - use the basket pattern with 
bear instead of bear with birds. 

Maybe instead of the feather gateway, put the poles 
and keep everything else the same.  

Gateways - switch places. PF Flicker mural - this is 
perfect. ‘Uuchum - different font? Don Ruben mural - 
add border, like concept 2A. 

I do not like the concepts together, but I like them 
individually. 

Take out the 4-way feather gateway design and 
replace it with the feather and leave the rest of the 
concept as is. 

I like the sculptures and the Uuchum murals in these. I 
like the clapperstick murals for Pizza Factory and Don 
Ruben’s better 
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Concerns/ Do Not Support

The flicker feather just doesn’t resonate with me as 
“unique or special” about our magnificent home.

I do not like the rectangular shapes. I think they would 
be lost and even look like signage.

Much of it looks too modernistic and does not 
integrate well with the historic feel of Mariposa. Also 
the sizes of the images and freestanding installations 
seem out of scale, given the proximity of the viewers. 
These might be more appropriate when seen from a 
passing highway at a distance of hundreds of feet, not 
ten to twenty feet as will be the case in Mariposa.

Paint and wood will not last.  Mariposa climate is 
harsh and I’m not convinced that maintenance will 
be up to standards leading to dull and damaged 
art that will not be repaired.  Vandalism is also an 
issue given the history of it in Mariposa.  Long skinny 
sticks sticking up and wall paintings are obvious 
attractions.  While the theme is good, highlighting 
the Native Americans, it should include more of their 
accomplishments along with their cultural icons.

While I love the local Native American culture in our 
county and feel it should be recognized, this doesn’t 
look like Mariposa to me.  It is too modern looking and 
doesn’t reflect our rural history.

I was a little surprised that the community was not 
thought to directly participate in any of these projects, 
other than providing feedback of the concepts.  I had 
talked to Cara a long time ago (about 6 years ago) 
about facilitating potential mural projects getting 
youth involved - in particular, Native Mewuk youth - 
to contribute to such projects.  I think it would add 
an extra element of connection and appreciation of 
culture having Native youth participate in a project 
such as this.  If you were to conduct murals in a paint-
by-number system, you could have them participate 
while not having much skill, yet have the result be 
something very high-quality.  Another note that I 
would incorporate more Mewuk traditional colors into 
the works.

I think honoring the local tribe with exhibits around 
town is a good thing.  Unfortunately you are ignoring/ 
erasing the other histories of this area.  We have a rich 
history of mining, logging, and ranching that needs to 
be displayed.  I really object to what was done at the 
county line billboard.  The previous billboard showed 
the various histories of what this area has had.  Now 
you want to remove the mural on the outside of 
the Pizza Factory.  That mural should be restored 
ore at least replaced with something similar.  Also 
the designs are ultra modern and do not belong in 
this rural community.  Why do you not have LOCAL 
talent come up with the ideas.  We do not want to be 
urbanized and that seems to be the direction you are 
going with this. 

I don’t care for. Difficult to see details for large 
sculpture

Where are the Native American People being 
represented?  Yes, the “things” are part of their 
heritage, but the Native American People should 
also be recognized.  What about Chief Tenaya?  (See 
information at this link  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tenaya). Also there are 
other people who should be represented as well.  
See https://www.yosemite.ca.us/library/yosemite_
indians_and_other_sketches/indians.html for more 
information.Have the descendants of the Yosemite, 
Mono, Ahwahnechee tribes been contacted? (see 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahwahnechee. This 
was taken from https://www.yosemite.ca.us/library/
yosemite_indians_and_other_sketches/indians.html

“Tenaya’s grand-daughter, Maria Lebrado, told the 
writer that, two or three weeks after the chief was 
stoned to death, the half-breed, Tom Hutchings, 
brought Tenaya’s bones to the South Fork in a 
buckskin and, according to their custom, a three 
day funeral was held. She said: “We give Tenaya nice 
funeral. Much Indians come; much cry, dance, sing; 
no sit, no eat. Three days sing, dance all time, then 
burn bones and make ashes go.” She illustrated by 
extending her arms as if to throw the ashes to the 
winds.

According to Maria Lebrado, the sole surviving full-
blood Yosemites were herself, a daughter, a nephew, 
and Sally Ann of Coulterville. All of these are now 
deceased. Two great-grand-children of Tenaya by his 
Piute squaw and three great-grand-children of Chief 
Tenaya, half-breeds through a Mexican father, are still 
living. But the history of the Yosemites as a tribe is 
finished. This statement was made verbally by Maria 
Lebrado to the writer in 1930.”

The stone wall adjacent to the Highway 140 entrance 
to Yosemite was made from Yosemite granite.  How 
about a bas-relief monument depicting Chief Tenaya 
in sculpture made from Yosemite granite?  Or Maria 
Lebrado (https://www.yosemite.ca.us/library/the_last_
survivor/) the last survivor.  At least some words about 
the people, their lives, and their beliefs.
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Statements of General Support

Pizza Factory Mural Highlighted/circled

Bear with basket design circled

BEST! This is the best idea for the sculpture 
installation aspect! Please make the clapper sticks! 

Clapper Sticks are Great. I like this mural concept.  
 
Love the bear next to the post office. 

Clapper Sticks Gateway with cool lettering 

Murals circled 

Are these interactive? Can they clap?? ha ha (three 
hearts drawn with arrows pointing to the murals) 

Bear mural starred

Concept 2A Clapper Sticks -- I love this design, and 
prefer it even to the feathers (concept 1). I really love 
the Bear and acorn iconography in combination with 
the black graphical pattern picked up in both mural 
sites. The 2B Acorn Granaries concept is similarly 
appealing, but the clapper sticks in 2A eally resonate 
with me, the stick imagery is unique, appropriately 
references tribal tradition and iconography, and even 
has the potential to be an engaging (perhaps even 
kinetic?) sculpture, truly unique! And I love that it was 
co-developed with tribal representative input/insight.

I love the two mural options with acorns.

My absolute favorite is the acorns and bears. It’s so 
pretty. I also like the clapper sticks, but I’m not sure 
if I prefer the clapper sticks  of the acorn one. But I 
know I prefer the one of those over the feather.

Peaking interest in the public - curiosity and 
education. Hopefully people will conder “what are 
those?” and seek to know more.

I do really like the geometric designs and patterns

I like where this is going and appreciate that 
movement will be included.

Really like this concept. I think the clapper sticks well 
attrack curiosity. 

The clapper sticks are my favorite edge of town 
installations because I think they make the viewer ask 
more about them. Curiosity! 
 

Dang! How am I supposed to choose. Am I being 
helpful? lol The Don Ruben mural is BEAUTIFUL.
Clapperstick are great! Keep developing this concept.

I really like the clapper sticks concept especially as 
a great use of space at the intersections of the two 
highways.

Awesome

Acorn and bear murals circled

The clapper sticks are pretty cool; they would be 
super cool if they actually clapped when cars passed 
by (or it was windy)!

I think these clapper sticks would be a wonderful 
addition to the southern entrance to town (which is a 
bald spot).

This idea in general caught my eye. Like you said, 
maybe even having it be interactive. That would be 
amazing. 

I really like these designs and nothing needs to be 
changed. 

I like where this is going, especially like the basket 
pattern being incorporated 

The clappersticks and “Uuchum look good together.

I like where this is going and like the mural on the 
Pizza Factory 

I enjoy the diversity of these. It shows different pland 
and animals and I like the basketry patterns.

I like where this one is going, especially the gateway 
features 

I like where this is going and I really like the mural on 
Don Ruben. 

Southern gateway - I am absolutely obessed with this 
artwork. The location is perfect. 

Like the clapperstick concept at the north end of town

I like the clapperstick gateway feature 

I like where this is going and I think that including the 
basket weaving in the center is a cool idea. I support.

I like where this is going and especially like the 
gateway features. 

I like where this is going and especially like the 
clapperstick gateway features and murals. 

I think this is a cool idea because music is a big part of 
their culture and it’s their own intrument.

Like everything in this concept
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Support with Suggestions/Thoughts

The clapper sticks should have representation of our 
cultural arts on the handle, such as our weaving and or 
beadwork designs.

I like the clapper sticks. Please think about 
incorporating Coyotes into the mural. They are 
important to our creation story and too many people 
think poorly of them. Hopefully this art work will allow 
people to think of coyotes as native to this place. 

People have to keep an eye on traffic here, slowing 
down to look at may be impossible, BUT I LIKE IT!

Please include our Tribal Emblem. The basket emblem 
on our stationary is a great representation of our 
people. 

Curious about clappersticks resonating in high winds.
Love the look of this one the most for sure. Will 
definitely start conversations and maybe teach some 
people some history and cultural aspects of the native 
people.

I like the basket murals on Pizza Factory and Don 
Ruben. The clappersticks are okay. 

For the Don Ruben mural - I like the concept with the 
bear and the native patterns. I think you could it it with 
or without the acorns. 

Clapper sticks require explanation to the average 
visitor. 

I like the clappersticks tie to Tribal traditions, but the 
presentation is too rigidly thematic. Mix it up a little. 
The lizard is weird; my favorite butterfly is the tiger 
swallowtail.
 
Not a fan of the clapper sticks concept. But I like the 
mural. Perhaps show more of the red flicker feathers 
on this mural (Pizza Factory). The Don Ruben mural 
concerns me because the black stripe may fade 
quickly. 

Monarch butterfly and brighter woodpecker 

No butterflies, there are more birds.

The black behind the animals on the Pizza Factory 
mural look like a little much.

Do the clapper sticks actually make sound? This 
would be really cool! I like the clapper sticks on the 
northern element especially if they are functional. I 
like the mural concepts more in these concepts with 
the incorporation of the oaks - acorns and leaves 
and more animals. I really like the mural with the 
plants and their associated insects as well. I would 
love to see more animals as well. We do not have 
costal oak species so we will want to get those right! 
Quercus douglasii blue oak is created one of the most 
biodiverse habitats in CA I highly recommend a greater 
focus on this species it is considered a mother tree 
and keystone species, like the flicker it creates home 
for many species, Quercus lobata, Quercus wislizeni 
also good to feature - I like the comparison of the 
diversity of oaks. Other plant and animal associations 
could be included as well. The font really throws me 
off - I like the idea if that home mural having more 
plants and animals. Would be nice to see basket 
weaving plants like redbud.

The clappers could be so gorgeous as long as the 
replicas retain the same level of visual and textural 
contrast between wood, leather tie detail, and 
beadwork. I really enjoyed one of the concept images 
used in the slide portraying black and bright orange/
red. I feel like this contrast calls to the flicker feathers 
in a way. I wonder if there is a structurally supported 
or wind-provided sound element that could be 
incorporated if the clapper concept is used. I am aware 
that these structures will be near many cars and not 
necessarily easily “heard” by pedestrians but I thought 
I would mention sound the way I mentioned light with 
the feathers. As for the murals in this section, I am 
very into the traditional weave patterns (especially near 
Mr. Bear) but am not so into the floating head nature 
images embedded. The previous botanical approach 

feels more wild and flowing rather than disembodied. I 
don’t know why soupcan and vintage cookbook images 
are coming to me but they are and it takes me out of 
the visual narrative, hahaha. (Now y’all are like, this 
person is crazy.)

I really like this concept, ceremonial, music making, 
celebration and welcoming, as well as, clearing energy 
in many cultures by clapping. I also like the Miwuk 
word for home, but the font used needs to speak less 
modern and bold and more in line with the rest of the 
concepts presented - natural beauty and welcoming.

While I feel elements such as these should definitely 
be incorporated into the place making, they should not 
be used singly as being definitive of Mariposa. We are 
more than any one bird or feather or bear or Miwuk 
word. Don’t eliminate these - definitely use them, 
but incorporate them into installations that express 
more of the totality of what Mariposa is about. And my 
previous comments about scale of the proposed items 
apply here as well.

Not sure that it will be clear what they are, it seems 
that they will look more like abstract art rather than a 
symbol of the Native Americans. Maybe that’s a good 
thing? Still deciding...Maybe they could sell versions of 
this at the Visitor Center with a little more history.
I love the idea of representing Miwok culture.  I love 
the flicker, the acorns, the native plants, the Miwok 
symbols, the clapper sticks. But the scultpural art has 
yet to impress me.  Both places for the sculptures are 
currently difficult to access for pedestrians.  Is that on 
purpose?  To be driven by?

I love this concept, the ceremony component, to 
welcome all to Mariposa!  Photo#1  and Photo#2 are 
dramatic and pleasant.  Photo#3 is excellent and 
informative.  Not sure the “basket design” reads as 
such.  Use very dark brown on light background - all 
baskets are brown.  Photo #4 - as suggested above, 
use very dark brown and different font.  Photo #5 - this 
photo of the mural works well for me, however I am 
not fond of this bear art.

The enormous writing is a bit a bit much. If kept, it 
would be fun to fill the extra bold letters with local 
wildlife such as bear, coyote, bobcat, gray fox.  Don’t 
care much for the abstract sticks - hard to know 
what they represent without having to read a sign. 
Rather than taking up so much space with a repetitive 
weaving pattern I would make the plants supersize and 
use different kinds of pine cones instead of repeating 
the acorn theme.

The clapper sticks are beautiful when created of 
natural materials, but they lose a lot as seen in 
these drawings. If made from natural materials or a 
combination of died concrete and natural elements, 
they would be more attractive. The beading of a 
traditional clapper stick could be created with paint, 
died concrete, clay, glass, tile or stones etc.The stick 
it itself could be treated wood or even concrete if the 
surface were textured to look more like a elderberry 
stick and if it were died the colors of the real clappers.                                                         
I would think that though we were told the 2 corners 
for art at 49 North should echo each other, that the 
49 south could easily be a different theme, such 
as the flicker feather.  I am not fond of the straight 
untextured, gray concrete form, as either a feather or 
as a clapper stick. It should look less like a cell tower 
and more like an artists rendering of either feather or 
clapper stick or acorn granary.

The clapper sticks visually sticking up from the ground 
arent as stunning as the other two. The murals are all 
great in all the concepts.

The mural is interesting; The large scale acorns 
are nice. I like that the clapper sticks are a tool of 
celebration...would like more color.
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Support with Suggestions/Thoughts

I like the idea of clapper sticks and the renditions 
shown are striking, but will the people driving through 
town have ANY idea what they represent?  It isn’t 
obvious.

I LOVE the concept of the clapper sticks, but feel 
it would be better suited along the Mariposa Creek 
Parkway, in a park, or other public building or setting.

Nice idea, but, really, what vandal wouldn’t make 
a mess out of this artwork?  I was a teenager in 
Mariposa. If it bends or breaks, it is a target.  I love 
entry statements, but let’s be realistic about longevity 
and appearance over time.  Too many times the good 
intentions have turned into dilapidated eyesores.  Think 
long-term beauty along with beautiful Native American 
respectful art.

I would like to play the clapper sticks. 

Like the clapperstick concept, but don’t think ‘Uuchum 
has much design 

Uuchum font - should be more fancy and there should 
be vines or plants weaving through the letters 

This is an interesting design. It shows a lot about our 
culture. 

PF Mural - I think the butterfly should be a monarch. 
 
Don Ruben Mural - This is my favorite
 
Yes to everything by the PF acorn mural. Mural on Don 
Ruben I think the black is too dark. Needs a lighter 
color
 
Concept 2A/B murals - changes that are needed: one 
that can’t be like the basket weaving pattern, two or 
three different patterns for ‘Uuchum, like mural on Don 
Ruben.

 

I feel like the clapper sticks should not be there 
because it should stick to an instrument and not so 
much a giant statue. Definitely like the nature concept, 
though. 
 
I don’t know how I feel about the mural with the bear. I 
like it but I enjoy the other one’s better. 

Probably put some bones on them (the murals) 

I like this as well but not a huge fan of the black strip 
behind the bears. 

I’m not a big fan of the murals in this concept, but I 
like the gateway features. 

I think having art pieces that are interactive is a great 
idea and would encourage people to learn more about 
them and what they represent.  

Have the sticks look like trees? To look like it blends in 
with nature. 

Please make them mostly wood. 

Again, love it. But I do have the fear of it splitting down 
one the sides. 

I like this idea too! The reason it’s not my favorite is it 
might be lost on people driving by, and I feel like the 
meaning should come across for the concept to be 
successful.

Clean California Gateway 
Features & Mural Project
Responses Respondants say they like where 

this is going & have nothing to add76CONCEPT 2A: 
CLAPPER STICKS

Legend / Input Collection Origin

Southern Sierra Miwuk

Physical Forms High School

Online



Support with Mix-and-Match Concept Suggestions

Love the 4-way stop gateway feature. Love the 
flicker mural on Pizza Factory. Love the “Uuchum 
mural. Love the clappersticks at the south end of 
town. Love the mural on Don Ruben...if possible to 
mix&match

I like the clappersticks and the mural designs, but I 
like the way ‘Uuchum is presented in the 1st concept.

I really like concept 2A for the southern gateway, but 
I think the flicker feather concept for the northern 
gateway looks so nice, plus there’d be a little bit of 
each concept. 

Also like this design and the integration of  elements 
in addition to the flicker. Marrying the two concepts 
would be ideal in my mind. The clapper sticks as 
gateway elements will very likely not be universally 
recognized or understood by passers by without 
signage (will some people confuse them with 
chopsticks?), so I recommend having a clapper stick 
included at the northern gateway with appropriate, 
explanatory signage in addition to the very cool metal 
flicker feather installation. Again, with key native 
plantings to the degree possible and appropriate for 
the conditions (e.g., dry, exposed slope). Really love 
the basketry design and would encourage that being 
used throughout all installations.

I like this concept, but I would change the acorn 
modif on the Pizza Factory to the Flicker feather 
mural.

Don Ruben Mural - I think I like the birds in the other 
concept. It seems more peaceful.

Keep the clapper sticks at the north end of town and 
replace the rest of it with the flicker concets pieces

I like the murals on Pizza Factory and Don Ruben, 
but the flicker feather design of the gateway 
features. 

I don’t really like the mural in this idea but all the 
rest look cool. but should include some feathers.
I like concept 1’s Don Ruben’s mural more that 
concept 2A/B
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Concerns / Do Not Support

Clappersticks are kinda boring. I like the bird/feather 
mural better. 

What is this and why a bear and not an animal that 
lives in town. 

Not sure I like the clapperstick. Hard to recognize.

Don’t know meaning of this.

The modern positioning of the clapper sticks in 
contrast with non linear nature all around doesn’t 
feel harmonious or complimentary to each other. 
I appreciate the pieces but not in the landscape. I 
would like to see harmony between them. Again,  
love the murals in the previous vid. 

The history of Mariposa is the Gold Rush, mining, 
ranching and beauty. The Miwuks are a part, though 
not a dominate part. This is extremely over done.  
 
The oak sticks are particularly out of place.  They 
need explanation for anyone seeing them, which isn’t 
going to happen while one is driving into, through or 
out of town. 

I don’t like this at all.  It’s too vertical, and looks too 
much like a wall. It doesn’t look welcoming to me. It 
looks more like keep out. 

Not crazy about the clapper sticks as I am not sure 
that the concept is coming through. 

The local tribe will appreciate some of this but it 
is too much and too modern looking.  Please try to 
honor the other histories of this area.

The clapper sticks don’t resonate with me.  The 
panels with feather design don’t resonate with me 
either.

This does not resonate, I’m not familiar with clapper 
sticks 

I like this less than concept One 

Clapper sticks don’t resonate at all. 

The geometric shapes, couples with black are 
offputting, like a hard slap in the face. Sterile. The 
sticks look like clutter; I doubt people will notice 
them or know what they represent.

I don’t understand the clapperstick

I would like to see the clappersticks more as an 
instrument than a decoration

I believe this gateway concept is very random and 
unappealing design.

I like the other one a little more.

I think the basket designs are too harsh and doesn’t 
fully represent Natives that well. I also don’t like how 
the main PF wall doesn’t have like a main idea. 

PF Mural - Don’t really like this one that much, it’s 
good but the other one is nicer.

I don’t think that the clapper sticks are the best idea
I think the clapper stick should stay an instrument 
and not be a decoration. 

This one is my least favorite

Clean California Gateway 
Features & Mural Project
Responses Respondants say they like where 

this is going & have nothing to add76CONCEPT 2A: 
CLAPPER STICKS

Legend / Input Collection Origin

Southern Sierra Miwuk

Physical Forms High School

Online



Statements of General Support

Consider deeper basket imagery and way more acorns

Bear with basket design circled 

Bear with basket design circled

I feel it’s is very important to highlight Miwuk culture 
in our town, especially as it has not been historically. 
Mariposa can be part of the Nation-wide shift to 
recognize and education about our Native peoples 
across our country. So much richness to be shared!

Acorns have a rich California and tribe history and 
would be appropriate and significant here. This is my 
second choice.

I DEFINITELY APPRECIATE THE USE OF NATIVE 
language. IT FEELS RIGHT.

I like the graphic surrounding the bear. Probably my 
second choice overall. 

I love the two mural options with acorns 

Love the mural with basket pattern and acorns on the 
Pizza Factory 

The acorn granaries are a really cool idea. 
 
I love this!

Cool 

This would be my second choice.

This is really interesting. I like the concept of different 
colors representing the acorns. 

I think this is DOPE; it would be cool if the acorns 
could be switched out do be different colors (like 
seasonally, to correspond with holidays, when the Griz 
have a game etc).

I really like this because it really shows that Mariposa 
is full of diversity and shows the roots of this area. 
It could also being awareness to the nature and life 
around us, not just material items.

This is my favorite concept and would love to have 
more in Mariposa.  
 
I really like these murals they would be a perfect thing 
to add to town.

I like how this idea relates to the climate of Mariposa 

Don Ruben Mural - This one is cool 

Yes to all this.

I like this gateway concept a lot. 

This one is my favorite.

These need nothing changed it is really cool. 

I love these gateway features. These are my favorite. I 
love the way the mural on the Pizza Factory looks. 

I like where this is going especially the murals. 

I like how this one is interactive 

I like how the mural on Don Ruben wraps around.
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Support with Suggestions/Thoughts

This is not what traditional granaries look like. I like 
the idea of structures with room for wildlife use 
but these do not look like traditional cedar bough 
granaries. I like the basket design element but it would 
work better without the acorns. Coyote should be 
represented as well. 

The granaries support the ecosystem but they do 
not represent Miwuk culture. If it was close in design 
to our Chukka it would be cool but it looks like 
telephone poles. The bear is our people so that is a 
very important animal, in addition coyote packs are 
all through the foothills and on the creeks, our coyote 
needs to be represented because they are killed by 
invasive agriculture practices. There should be an 
elderberry tree on the mural to show the connection 
to the clapper stick.

This granary rendition may fool local woodpeckers into 
trying to use it...at an intersection that they would fly 
through to land on and fly from the birds drop 3-6 feet 
as they dive off a pole or tree and swoop below their 
landing spots.  

I feel like there are too many pole like objects 
around already. However, I love the idea of potential 
community-building art structures. Maybe instead 
have recycled metal structures made by a local artist? 
These structures would mimic actual trees that have 
hole in them that little critters use to store their 
acorns. they could also be hollow and have openings 
to act as bird houses and facilitate wildlife. 

Gateway features not good - all other concepts very 
positive, keep going! 

I love,love the gateway concept ideas. The black 
behind the animals and plants on the Pizza Factory 
feels like too much, just the acorns, butterfly and 
greenery looks nice. 

Over all concept underwhelming, but think the mural 
on Don Ruben is great!

The poles on the south end of town should be moved 
out by PG&E and the wires undergrounded. This will 
improve their looks tremendously. I don’t like the 
script in the 4th picture on the Pizza Factory wall. 

I like this better than 2A but less than concept 1

Respectfully, as someone who grew up here, I feel 
like acorn images are very tired. I say this with full 
knowledge that they resonate in a more sustainable 
way for the Southern Sierra Miwuk and that I am 
ignorant of the power they bring and the deeper 
meaning they have. That said, I feel like if this 
conversation is to be successful the fact that images/
collections of acorns for acorns’ sake will bring to 
mind elementary school classroom decorations for 
a lot of people in an easily ignorable way has to be 
considered. Without incorporating more abstraction, I 
fear that the great opportunities to really strike people 
as they drive by while also conveying more nuanced 
cultural meaning will be lost. This leads me to ask how 
the blue oak itself, as well as the practices and beliefs 
revolving around these little forest babies, could be 
visually represented instead of just the literal acorns 
themselves...

I like the acorn granary concept better than the 
clapper sticks concept.  I don’t like a “grouping” of 
acorn granary trees because they NEVER come in 
groups in nature.  Honestly, I’d rather see a sign that 
said “welcome to Mariposa” in English and in Miwuk.  
It could also say “ancestral home of the Miwuk nation”    
The sculptures don’t resonate with me, and aren’t 
necessarily visually appealing.  Welcoming our 
residents and visitors is more important than artwork. 
   
I like the colorful acorns for the northern gateway, 
especially if they were modeled on the variety of 
species and could be identified as such. The southern 
gateway feature does not resonate with me  - it just 
reminds me of the broken telephone polls that are 
granaries - we have enough of those already! What if 
these gateway elements were built to actually create 
habitat for species instead of depict modeled versions 

of habitat? Having the text Mariposa Home of the 
Southern Sierra Miwuk nation - it looks a little like you 
are entering a reservation- I’m not sure that is the feel 
we want to go for. I also think stating Mariposa in a 
larger font will be important.

I don’t like the straight concrete post as a granary. 
Also, if birds are flying in and out of the area to stuff 
their acorns in the open space of these concrete 
granaries, wouldn’t they be subject to being killed by 
cars? I think the granary idea, though an important 
concept is not well done in any of these preliminary 
renderings. Their form is much more robust than 
the poles convey. They could be made of metal, with 
a central concrete or metal post and metal plates 
woven or placed at angles into the center of a rounded 
form, with an opening of “ concrete acorns and stick 
like forms embedded in them. (Sorry, hard to convey 
in words) Granary as a sculptural concept is a great 
idea, just they are not quite done enough yet in these 
examples. Don’t give up on them yet. They are a key 
element in the peoples of Yosemite.

This looks a little better.  No wood, though. No paint, 
either.  It is stronger than the clappers, but I don’t 
think very many “tourists” will understand what this 
is.  Really, it looks cheap.  I think you can do better.  
Where are the baskets that the Native Americans 
are so famous for?  Where are the Native American 
people? The famous ones like Julia Parker and the 
other Native Americans that were living in and around 
Mariposa and Yosemite.

Love the image of acorns stored in the bark. I’d like 
to see that naturalness in a sculpture rather than the 
uprights. Love the concept.

I think this idea would be better suited to a venue that 
allows for the pubic to interact with the art pieces. 
It may be difficult to understand the idea behind the 
installation from a vehicle.

These tall shapes are attractive, but are vague to most 
folks. I’m ok with it not being perfectly clear, and 
would love some interpretive signs nearby (not ideal in 
all installations, however.) Perhaps this signage would 
work down on the creek.

It’s another phallic sculpture, very masculine.  Looks 
like telephone poles which we have all over Mariposa 
filled with acorns. I love the symbolism behind the 
ideas but not the artistic designs.

I feel like the acorn granaries are cool looking, but at 
the southern entrance will just look like telephone 
poles, especially seeing as they are installed right next 
to a large telephone pole.

I like this concept the least and it could be introduced 
into the other two concepts like in the murals or large 
sculptural acorns placed about town - like the hearts 
placed all around SF, left my heart in SF reference. 
They could be on the courthouse lawn, down on the 
path of the creek parkway path, main street, new 
hospital lawn, Public Health building, etc.
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Support with Suggestions/Thoughts

This idea is also one my favorites. Maybe you could 
paint/color either the logs or the acorns a color often 
seen or used by indigenous people to catch the eyes 
of people.

Like the everything in this concept except for the 
mural designs 

Add more personality to the ‘Uuchum design and 
acorns don’t blend with black 

There just a lot of black in the mural. I do like the 
lizard because I kind of grew up seeing them I like the 
font. 

I like where this is going, especially like the basket 
pattern being incorporated 

PF Mural - make the acorns thicker 

I believe that acorns should be changed for something 
that serves more purpose in the area, something 
traditional would be better in my opinion.  

The gateway feature at the south end of town is the 
best for driving  in town. 

I like this, but ‘Uuchum could be a different color or 
design. 

Some bones. P.S. I love bones. 

Like the mural design (basket pattern on the PZ) 

I like the gateway features but not the murals. 

I like where this is going, especially the mural on the 
Pizza Factory with baskey patterns

Maybe for the acorns, maybe some poppies like around 
the acorns :-) 

Can a coyote be added?
 
Second best - but the acorns are too big

 

Support with Mix-and-Match Concept Suggestions

Food is important, but don’t forget about the sour 
berries. Again, mix and match the themes.

If I could have the best of both worlds, I’d choose 
the flicker murals and the acorn sculptures. I think 
minimal is often dismissed or descredited because it 
does cater to a certain crowd rather than play it safe.

While acorn granaries could be an interesting addition 
to combined previous concepts, it seems too “one 
note” to serve as a stand-alone design concept. 
Perhaps there could be an interactive display at the 
northern gateway installation that demonstrates a 
granary’s utility?

I think that this one shows more natural beauty to 
our town and, creates a stronger relationship with 
the animals. But I think the feathers are better for 
pictures.

I would like the acorns at the north end of town and 
the big feather at the south end of town. Again, like 
the diversity of animals and plants in the murals.

Prefer a mix of the other two concepts.
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Concerns/ Do Not Support

Not a big fan of the acorn graneries. It doesn't look 
like a Chukka at all and the reference is lost in 
translation. Be sure to depict Native acorns (these 
are eastern acorn) The Gateway signs should not say 
"Miwuk Nation Homelands" Need to specify specific 
"Southern Sierra Miwuk" because there are many 
nations of miwok/miwuk including coastal/central and 
northern sierra and lake. 

Want clacker sticks with cool lettering

Don’t like. I have woodpecker PTSD

Don’t love this concept as much. Feels a little harsh 
(lines/sharp) and less welcoming. 

This is too city, too busy, simple life. 

Boring, make something we recognize. 

I like the acorn theme but not as much as much as 
the flicker theme. I not not like the granaries as much.
 
Not a fan of this concept either. I like the 
clappersticks over the granaries. 

I don’t recognize this as a basket design

Too modern, scale is wrong, too singular in nature 
to be definitive of Mariposa. Something like this 
would be appropriate as part of a (correctly scaled, 
period complementary) installation on the creek trail, 
for example, or at the fairgrounds, but not as the 
definitive feature at the entry points to Mariposa. The 
mural on the wall of the board of supervisors chamber 
is more appropriate for capturing what Mariposa is 
and where we have come from. 

Needs review for relevance and usefulness. 

I don’t like these vertical posts either. I would rather 
see natural landscaping and vegetation.

This is the least intriguing concept to me, although, 
again, I can see something like this along the Mariposa 
Creek Parkway or other location.

I find it a little lob-sided to put up a sign Miwuk 
Nation Homeland. Our area also has centuries of 
Ranching to consider. To focus solely on the local 
tribe (yes, they were here first) will exclude 60% of 
our population in spirit. Maybe build in an image 
of how ranchers work with animals, such as roping 
techniques for calves. Also, it would be nice if the 
many extraordinary local artists would get a chance to 
execute these murals. Thank you.

I think there are SO many telephone and utility poles 
that serve as real acorn granaries for the acorn 
woodpeckers that I don’t think we need more.

Not knowing what an acorn granerie is, this does 
not resonate at all. It looks like modern art. which 
has some appeal at a traffic crossing, something 
interesting to look at. 

The concept of the acorn depositories isn’t resonating 
with me.

These things need local input and approval.

I like what is there currently. It represents more than 
just miwok please restore it. This is too obscure.  

Not into it.

I don’t like the acorns very much 
.
I don’t like this one. 

Too harsh 

I don’t like these ones.

No
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General Support

Yay!

I love the idea of a new mural

Feel free to contact me for input on placement re: 
points of interest in Niantic Games like Pokemon Go. 
I’m so excited for this project and the Creek Walk. 
Keep it going. <3

I really like the mural with the bear and the birds and 
the one with the butterfly and birds. I think those two 
together represent Mariposa well. 

I think the project is really cool! I can’t wait to see it 
implemented. Y’all rock!!! :-) 

This is wonderful! Can we build in 2 more entry way 
signs so every road into Mariposa has a welcome - and 
perhaps backside has a “thank you for visiting”? 

I love the flicker feathers in concept 1, but I think the 
clapper stripe behind the bear in concept 2 is also very 
eye-catching. I am so pleased that the current mural 
on the side of Pizza Factory will be replaced by this 
project. 

I appreciate all the effort to incorporate the 
natural aspects of our county and to focus on the 
contributions of the Miwuks. I also appreciate that 
there is such a strong effort for stakeholder input. 
Thank you! 

Nice to bring this idea to the public in a very artistic 
way! 

I am so excited to see this project happening! 

I just love all these ideas. We are so lucky to have this 
opportunity. 

MORE ART PLZ also thank you for your wonderful work. 
<3 

Love the idea!

I could see how all these concepts could work 
together easily and I like that we are honoring our 
Miwuk roots. There is a healing that needs to happen 
and be acknowledged in order for this community to 
thrive and prosper going forward. We need to stop 
adding attention to the gold rush and its destructive 
quality of people and place.

I love the murals so far and look forward to seeing 
them more completed.  I think it is very imporant 
that we are dispalying Miwok culture in this project!  I 
would love to learn more about the Miwok culture and 
importance of native plants and animals.

I love this Miwok project.  These original people have 
much to teach us today and I want to honor the tribe.  
My favorite visual components are the flicker feathers 
and acorns and plants on murals.  Find a better bear 
please. I love the clapper art installations.  People will 
want to know about them.  Any chance there could be 
sound on any installations not in traffic zones? I am 
proud of Mariposa and that we will honor the Miwok 
Tribe. 

Thank you so much for making this possible and for 
reaching out for comment. Just and accurate public 
representations of the first people of these lands have 
been blatantly smothered under images of manifest 
destiny, opportunistic gold rush ravaging, celebrated 
murder and displacement by “cowboys” and battalions, 
and the theme-park-ifictaion of sacred spaces for way 
too long. That’s a real eyeful of a sentence but just 
know that on top of being deeply excited by art of this 
quality and magnitude coming to Mariposa (and thus 
upping the bar of expectation and precedent), I am 
so thrilled to finally see the whole story of this place 
emerging, both modern and historical. To know that 
these projects and many others are being carried out 
in complete communication and equal partnership 
with the tribe itself is also worth noting. In hyper-
contrast with unfortunate tokenism, appropriation, and 
shallow virtue signaling in the name of branding, it’s 
projects like these that will hopefully accumulate and 
resonate throughout not only this town but this whole 
damn nation as the ONLY way forward. 

I missed the opportunity to give a wholehearted 
support for this initiative in Mariposa to reflect the 
rich Native American history of our area. I personally 
feel the image of the sweaty gold miner panning the 
local rivers to oblivion is a tired trope that needs 
contextualizing within the long and varied history of 
our region. Other diverse voices need to be heard to 
paint a more complete and inclusive story of our town.

Such an amazing set of projects! I can’t wait to see the 
final design and installations come to life. Great work 
to all involved thus far!

As a Native American person, I think this will be good 
for our community. It brings more people together and 
I think our Tribe needs recognition. They want ot have 
the land our ancestors died for and we have fought 
for a long time. It would be good to see change in this 
county. 

I like everything. I really like the bear one. 

I do not want to see gold miner stuff 

Good 

I think what you are doing is great. 

Have a good day :-) 

This art idea in general is amazing. Bringing 
appreciation to Native People is lovely. Thank you for 
doing this. 

Love the murals and the ideas. So cool and welcoming.
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Support with Suggestions/Thoughts

Ahumati means bear in miwuk

Love to see Flicker/Acorn theme. Community garden 
also would be great! 

Acorns for project could be made of ceramics - longer 
lasting than wood. Other sculptural components - 
feather or panel - can be assembled by handmade tiles 
- by local artists, of course! Tile and ceramics stand 
the test of time! Local artists could produce acorn 
blanks to be glazed at community events! 

All 3 concepts are based on Miwuk designs so I would 
prefer a giant Miwuk basket as one object. 

Would love to see more of our walls being used to 
represent more of the historical story of Mariposa; 
Mexican, Spanish, Black & Chinese, the formation of 
Yosemite and more Indigenous Species.

I really appreciate the Council’s diligence in moving 
us beyond butterflies and miners in representing 
Mariposa’s unique history, and making an effort 
to provide prominent visual representation in our 
community for local tribal iconography, giving 
“gateway” placement at the head and foot of main 
street. The designs’ simultaneous historical and 
modern appeal will be an expression of elements 
that are uniquely Mariposan, while also an important 
recognition of local native people who are still here, 
still striving for recognition beyond history books.
 
I do have a strong interest in seeing the representation 
of water and rivers in our community; I trust that 
there will be other projects where water and river 
iconography can be featured as an important 
centerpiece for our community, in a way that is also 
uniquely Mariposa!

Because of the Pizza Factory proximity to Mariposa 
Creek, and because of the sacredness of water to the 
Miwuk Culture, I suggest the basket weave be replaced 
with a symbolic flowing water design.  Additionally,  I 
suggest the Miwuk text be eliminated and the water 

theme be extended across the lower adjacent wall - 
perhaps include fish and the Endangered salamander. 
Please  reevaluate the location for the proposed 
Hwy.140/49 south installation. 

Alternative one:  The site across the street from your 
office - the paved space next to Mariposa Shipping Co., 
partially on Caltrans right of way, partially on property 
owned by DB4 Investments, LLC, has great potential. 

Alternative two:  1,500 feet uphill & south of the Best 
Western Motel on Hwy. 140 is a very wide Caltrans right 
of way that will accommodate both an art installation 
as well as space for visitor parking.  This site might 
also accommodate a kiosk for visitor information & 
interpretation. I am uncomfortable with the proposed 
north of town art installation.  As with the south-
of-town location there are obstacles such as buried 
Caltrans utility vaults and very limited space to 
accommodate future sidewalk construction.   It is likely 
Caltrans will eventually also install stop lights here to 
add to the visual clutter.

I suggest the installation be located at the visitor 
center where first time visitors will have access 24 
hours a day. However, should the bank parcel be 
developed, l suggest the ‘butterfly’ wall display be 
redone and extended as  part of the installation.

Although the plan may be to use the same concept 
or pair of concepts throughout the project, could we 
please have both flicker and bear?  I really like the bear 
on the mural. 

Somehow I did not comment about the murals. Here 
are my concerns: Will the Mural on the side of the Pizza  
Factory - at least on the lower end closer to the creek, 
be visible or are there full sized bushes blocking its 
viewing. If so, can they be regularly pruned?  Secondly 
the basket like graphics should be softened a little. 
I don’t know why the ones at pizza factory look less 
basket like than the ones on the side of the building 
wall located at Don Ruben’s Restaurant, but they do 
in these illustrations. I like the flicker in entirety or 

in parts as well  as the acorns, butterfly and lizard- 
though a rattlesnake might be a good addition here.  

I like the mural content and design for the Pizza factory 
wall, but I do not like the large bear one.

I like the basketry element used in the murals as 
well as the tie in of plants to insects. The font for 
the wording on creek end of Pizza Factory could 
perhaps use some change, though I really like the 
outlining around each letter. I like the way the 
“placeholder, Phacelia plant” comes forward from 
the painting giving it  a 3 dimensional perspective.                               
The “Waking the Bear “ mural at Don Rubens is 
beautiful with the bear, flicker and all the basket and 
plant elements and the insects tied to each plant. The 
bold black center between the delicate lines on the 
basketry really adds to the feeling of a basket. 

I love the idea of having the gateway entry elements, 
especially the flicker feather.  Whatever element is 
ultimately chosen it should be the same on both ends 
of town to provide a cohesiveness.  I would love to see 
more murals in town, however the basket trim element 
that has been suggested appears too busy and actually 
takes away from the animal and bird designs.  It 
doesn’t appear as basket trim to me, I had to ask what 
it was supposed to represent. Perhaps doing a wall of 
baskets or a partial wall of baskets might be a better 
representation? 

Here’s another mural concept:     Celebrating the 
acorn seems right for Mariposa.   Now,   For this 
mural concept, I envision a scene like this:  1.  One 
(they do not come in groups) natural acorn granary 
tree w/ flicker clinging to side and maybe even a bear  
2. Miwuk woman on a grinding stone with mortar 
and pestle 4.  Miwuk granary in the background 5. a 
buck deer close to the woman as they also depend 
on the acorn 6.  a stream close by, green grass, 
poppies, redbud, etc.   So what I’m saying is create a 
recognizable scene that “values” the contribution of 
the acorn to both animals and humans.

I think they should have something everyone can 
participate in - meaning everyone gets a chance to co-
create/paint or write all our names. 

I like the feather the best 

Not a fan of the font. I like the feather and the first 
mural but site 2 second mural looks better. Add more 
monarchs. Some more bears. 

I like the first option but add the lizard.

I like the flicker, but if there were more bears involved, 
it would be cool.

Different font. More bears. Add butterflies 

The ‘Uuchum font is too heavy and doesn’t blend well 
with the nature theme. 

I think a cool concept would be more bears and 
butterflies considering Mariposa means butterfly and 
big meaning in this town as well as bears because 
it represents our school and tenacity and bears are 
cooler. Miwuk is a big and amazing thing and should 
definitely be a good amount of it but there’s a lot more 
culture aside from Miwuk. So think there should be 
less. 

I think one day you should make one for sports.
I feel like you should incorporate butterflies, like on 
the bear’s nose to still keep Mariposa’s traditions. Love 
adding Native American designs though. 

Dislike one of them (PF Mural with acorns) but the rest 
are nice. 

I would like to see more animals included such as the 
coyote and deer because I see them a lot around town. 

I believe thing that incorporate spiritual meanings 
should start being shared because the impact it can 
have is big. It’s something that many should find 
peaceful and grown an interest in.
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Support with Suggestions/Thoughts

Drawing of a rainbow and the word “Yay” 

You should add a wolf 

When you guys do the clapper stick, do you think 
maybe adding some poppy flowers where the three 
way is heading to Oakhurst and Merced so it adds 
more color to art so most likely tourist will stop and 
take pictures. :-)

Maybe you could paint all the different butterflies in 
the world and write down their natural habitat under 
each butterfly. 

Blue jays and a bear holding a fish 

The flicker feather on Pizza Factory - I think you should 
paint some butterflies because that is the definition of 
Mariposa. So it would feel like home to some people 
who live here all of most their lives. But otherwise I 
like the idea.

I am so happy and grateful that we will be having more 
public art in our community. I am also thrilled that 
Miwuks are being publicly recognized in all of this art 
and that the usual mining theme is not incorporated 
into this work. Thank you to the entire team for 
securing the funds, gathering feedback, and getting us 
to this point!    I have spent more hours thinking and 
discussing this gateway mural project than I’d like to 
admit. This community and its aesthetics are really 
important to me. I will see this gateway & mural art 
project daily, potentially for the rest of my life, so I 
want to make sure that it works for me and others - 
that it is a reflection of our community.  

Gateway art: I dislike the pole-like structures of the 
clapper sticks and the acorn granaries. The straight 
power pole look clashes with the mostly organic forms 
of this town - the hills, creek, oak trees, manzanitas. 
The form of Mariposa is more like the Grove House 
metal work made by Scott McGrath. I would like to see 
less poles in our town in general (and most Mariposans 

would too)! The poles next to electrical poles on the 
49S location looks cluttered and the poles on the 49N 
location will also be cluttered once we have that 4-way 
stoplight. I would like for this public art to move away 
from all straight forms.      

This art project is a great opportunity for us to 
announce to others who we are. In the library 
presentation of this project, Clay told us that “Miwuks 
are the bear.” It would be fantastic to see a bear 
sculpture welcoming people into our town. I realize 
that we already have bear sculptures at the Grizzley 
Gas station, but that doesn’t mean a beautiful, giant 
bronze sculpture doesn’t have a place in our town. It’s 
a meaningful symbol to Miwuks and other Mariposa 
residents (as grizzlies are our High School’s mascot). 
I love the flicker and think it’s a beautiful bird, but I 
think way more people would connect behind a large 
black bear sculpture than a flickr feather.      

 In terms of wording, I prefer the text that says 
“Mariposa, Miwuk Nation Homelands.” Let’s make the 
indigenous land acknowledgment super clear. I didn’t 
like the typeface that was chosen, especially the letter 
spacing. It looks dated.   

 Another important piece of branding (a.k.a. telling 
people who we are) that was missing from this entire 
project was the presence of the river/creek. River lines 
could accompany the text on the concrete retaining 
wall, providing both meaning and an organic pattern to 
a slab of concrete. The river/creek is super important 
to Miwuks, Mariposa’s mining history, and is a popular 
feature of our County currently (as supported by the 
County’s “This Must Be The Place” survey). Several 
times, Arts Council presenters mentioned that the 
murals were to help lead people down to the creek, 
but the river/creek is missing from all of this art. The 
last point about the gateway sculptures is that the 49S 
and 140 location is not a great spot to look at art or 
signage, it is cluttered and has a small footprint. I know 
that these locations are restricted to CalTrans property, 
but it would be great if we found a better location to 
make this project stand out and be worth it. 
 

Murals: I am so excited that we have the honor of 
having Jane Kim paint our town murals! I absolutely 
love her work.    

The Pizza Factory mural site: The “uuchum” boldly 
across the lower portion of the wall was strongly 
disliked by everyone with whom I spoke. I disliked the 
typeface, but also the scale and level of contrast. It 
was too loud. I would like it better if it were an eighth 
of the size and a different typeface. Also, the people 
who are going to see that part of the mural are likely 
going to be 20 feet from it (people driving by won’t see 
it), so it just doesn’t need to be that big. I don’t think 
the typeface should try to resemble a basket pattern. 
I think it would be great to write “Home” in English 
underneath it too. I like the idea of adding “Home” in 
Spanish too.     

The flicker inflight with the phacelia were super 
popular and I agree that they are the best of all the 
mural versions. An addition to this mural could be a 
river - drawing our eyes down to the Creek. Jane Kim 
could literally use the lines of water to direct our gaze 
to the waterway.    

Some people did not read the basket patterns as 
Miwuk or Native American in its linear presentation and 
without the woven look of the baskets. The concept 
of incorporating basket patterns on all the murals 
are okay with me, except when they are too bold and 
huge. For instance, I don’t like it banded across a wall. 
I would prefer it in its original circular form. That could 
have a powerful effect - circles are an important form 
for Miwuks. Miwuks even give information/tell stories 
in a circular way.    

Don Rueben mural site: I prefer the mural without the 
black basket band and the linear pattern across the 
two sides of the building (again, okay if the basket 
pattern is in its original circular form). I enjoyed the 
flicker concept mural best, but was surprised that 
there weren’t more plants and butterflies included 
into this design. There are many special plants in this 
region (our ecological diversity is a notable feature of 
our county). Here are some plants that were missing: 

lupine (sky lupine, harlequin lupine, spider lupine, 
Brewers lupine, to name a few), madia, clarkia (elegant, 
Fort Miller, Winecup, Purple, and Two Lobed), mariposa 
lilies, collinsia, delphinium, mules ears, yerba santa 
(this one is very important to Miwuks), goldfields, owls 
clover, blossoming Manzanita (this one is also very 
important to Miwuk), miner’s lettuce, fairy lanterns, 
and of course poppies. We also have a rich variety of 
butterflies, it’s our town’s namesake, and one of Jane 
Kim’s specialties, so I would love to see at least one of 
her butterflies on a mural.
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General Support with Concept Mix-and-Match Suggestions

A statue wtih all the things - feathers, clackers and 
acorns! 

I think that the flicker feather at the four way stop is 
better than the acorn concept, but for the southern 
entrance into town the acorn concept is best.
I think you should mix things up, feather with 
clappersticks.

I think it would be cool if you did one from each 
concept so that more things from the Miwuk culture 
can be represented. I also think on one of the 
entrances or sculptures should have something in 
their language.

General Concerns and Unsupportive Statements

This is all about the Miwuk Nation, which is fine. But 
the whole project shouldn't be about them. What 
happened to including the long history in Mariposa 
of mining, logging, ranching, farming, and agriculture? 
These murals are erasing the history of Mariposa, 
and I object to most of them. They are too modern 
and don't belong in our historic town or especially 
on our historic buildings. I was so disappointed when 
the miner on the billboard coming up Hwy 140 was 
replaced with that bear. I like the mural on the side of 
the Pizza Factory. It represents our town a lot better 
and includes the Native American culture as well. It 
looks bad right now and needs to be repainted. Please 
don't cover up this mural with something else. 

Stop the urbanization! 

I like Mariposa how it is.

Clean California Gateway 
Features & Mural Project
Responses OVERALL PROJECT

FEEDBACK

Legend / Input Collection Origin

Southern Sierra Miwuk

Physical Forms High School

Online



Clean CA Gateway Features & Mural Project  
Stakeholder Engagement Summary Presentation V3 

March 6, 2023

Mariposa 
Arts Council


